Kristina McComb
An Archive of Time: A Life Lived in the Boston Athenaeum
Worn and weathered through age and use, every detail
tells a story of the book’s history. An Archive of Time: A
Life Lived in the Boston Athenæum explores the openshelf collection in the Boston Athenæum - bringing
attention to the tears, folds, broken spines, and cobwebs
that map the surfaces of the books. This project
highlights and celebrates these details instead of
shunning them as imperfections.
Standing in the stacks, there is a sense of being
surrounded by the impact of everyone who has ever
been influenced by these books. There is evidence of
those who have left their mark on the books, and who
have likewise had the books influence them. This
photographic archive freezes the library, as it exists
currently, creating a new timeline apart from the
original. Similar to facsimiles of books created for
accessibility and preservation and how the original
material and the facsimile will continue to age and
change, but in different ways and at different rates.
This miniature library houses three volumes of books
with each volume containing 50 photographic prints, an essay, and artist statement. Volume II and
III will be available in November 2019 and 2020 respectively.
This piece is an edition of 15 with each one made to order. First orders ship end of March 2019.

Kristina McComb
An Archive of Time: A Life Lived in the Boston Athenaeum

Box

Outer Dimensions: 12” x 11.75” x 10.75”
Materials: Laser Cut Ash Wood, Liquitex Gouache,
Polyurethane, Brass, 3D printed Resin, Steel, LED Lights,
Lithium Ion Battery, Adafruit microchip, Magnets,
Acrylic glass
Edition: 15
Price:
Available upon request

Book – Volume I

Outer Dimensions: 10.25” x 7.75” x 1.75”
Colophon: 50 Pigment prints on Canson Infinity Rag
Photographique 210gsm, Asahi Bookcloth Brown Silk,
French Linen Thread #25, Japanese Paper, Marbled
Canson Sketch, Strathmore Drawing
Essay by: Ashley Peterson, Research Librarian at The
School of the Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts
Bookbinding by: Séphora Bergiste
Edition: 15
Price: Available upon request

